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time, that would miss the point of a book that is so unrepentant about the primacy of exorcism over
representation.
Steven Vanden Broecke
Yung Sik Kim. Questioning Science in East Asian Contexts: Essays on Science,
Confucianism, and the Comparative History of Science. (Science and Religion in East
Asia, 1.) vii  284 pp., bibl., index. Leiden: Brill, 2014. €103 (cloth).
The relationship between science and religion has, in recent years, attracted renewed scholarly interest.
Yung Sik Kim’s new book on the relationship between science and Confucianism contributes to this
research. At the same time, it helps us understand how “Asian values” (read Confucianism) have been
seen as both assisting and inhibiting the rise of East Asian economies in the twentieth century. It does
all this by exploring the role of Confucian thought, values, and institutions in the development of science
in East Asia, from the vantage point of Korea.
The book consists of three parts: “Science and Confucian Scholars,” “Social and Cultural Contexts of
Science in East Asia,” and “Comparative Problems in the History of Science in East Asia.” Although the
essays that make up each part have been published elsewhere, Questioning Science in East Asian
Contexts offers a coherent study of an important topic, testimony to a long program of research that
continues to this day.
Intercultural comparisons can be found throughout the book. They are useful for understanding the
relationship between the scholarship of the center and that of the periphery, the former being China and
the latter Korea. It is therefore rather appropriate that the essays begin with the work of the Song dynasty
neo-Confucian scholar Zhu Xi (Chu Hsi) (1130–1200) in Chapters 1 and 2 and the late Ming dynasty
scholar and encyclopedist Song Yingxing (1587–1666) in Chapter 3. In Chapter 4 we arrive in Korea and
explore the work of the late Choso˘n Confucian scholar Cho˘ng Yak-yong (1762–1836), which Kim
examines against the background of Zhu Xi’s views.
In Part 2, the author asks broader questions about the history of Chinese science, of which Korean
science can arguably be considered a subset (Ch. 5). Kim reminds us that clear demarcation between
scientific and technical knowledge is only a recent phenomenon and that extrapolating this to traditional
China (1000–1700) is problematic (Ch. 6). He next focuses on the relationship between science and
religion in China, where it was not nearly as important as in the West. He does, however, point out that,
circa 200 A.D., the rise to prominence of Daoist and Buddhist beliefs did coincide with a heightened
interest in alchemy, astrology, and hygiene (p. 160), but such examples of possibly causal connections are
difficult to come by in the case of China. We also need to ask whether belief systems worked against the
development of scientific thought. In the final section of Part 2 (Ch. 8), Kim asks whether the
bureaucracy, which was thoroughly Confucian, inhibited scientific development in traditional China.
There are no simple answers.
This leads to the third and final part of the book, where Kim asks further key questions such as why
the Scientific Revolution did not occur in China and why modern science did not develop there
independently (Ch. 9). To study such questions, he turns to examples such as the introduction of the idea
of a rotating earth, which entered East Asia from the West in the seventeenth century. In Chapter 10,
he examines its reception. In grappling with the relationship between science and Confucianism, we
have the anomaly of a Confucianist Japan that, in contrast to China, embraced Western science,
technology, and medicine in the Meiji period (1868–1912) and became the first Asian nation to
industrialize. Kim points to the importance of understanding how Japan’s development during the
preceding Tokugawa period (1603–1867) helped set up its success in the nineteenth century (Ch. 11).
We then probe the question of Korean science and how we should locate it, given the Chinese origin
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of many ideas that informed it. In considering this question, Kim asks the parallel question about the
relationship between post–World War II Korean science and that of the United States. Should Korean
science be considered a subset of American science? This final chapter is one of the most thought
provoking in the entire volume. The author is careful at all times to avoid jumping to easy conclusions
about the questions that he asks and is mindful of both the positive and the negative aspects of the
relationship between science and Confucianism. He does not have all the answers to the questions that
he poses, but it is a testament to his strong scholarship that he has set an agenda that future generations
can pursue. This is a lucidly written book that, despite its specialized nature, should be required reading
for all those interested in the history of East Asian science.
Morris Low
Jean-Marc Drouin. Philosophie de l’insecte. (Science Ouverte.) 249 pp., illus., bibl.,
index. Paris: E´ditions du Seuil, 2014. €19.50 (paper).
Formerly a professor at the National Museum of Natural History, the philosopher Jean-Marc Drouin, a
man well versed in the history of botany and ecology, here turns his attention to another natural history
subject: insects. Drouin relies on a wide array of writings on anatomy, physiology, and the instincts and
behaviors of insects from Aristotle to Edward Wilson, as well as on recent secondary literature on the
history of entomology. Written in an elegant style, Philosophie de l’insecte offers thorough and clear
analyses of scientific texts and demonstrates with virtuosity that insects are inspirational for “scientific
enquiry, aesthetic creation, and philosophical reflection” (p. 184).
Divided into eight chapters bearing poetic titles (which translate, for instance, as “An Inordinate Love
for Beetles” and “The Politics of Insects”) or highlighting contrasts (“Minuscule Colossuses,” “Individual
Instinct and Collective Intelligence”), the book unveils the multiple identities of insects and sheds light
on the production, circulation, and transformation of entomological knowledge, as well as its appropri-
ation by other branches of knowledge—political, religious, social, philosophical, and literary.
Chapters 1 and 2 thus address questions of systematics and underline the problems encountered in the
classification and attribution of stable common features to these minuscule beings. In Chapters 3–5 the
author examines the metaphorical power of the descriptions of the individual and social behavior of
insects. Jean-Henri Fabre, for instance, argued that the aberrant behavior of the praying mantis called for
a moral of humility in man. Charles Butler saw the beehive as a model feminine monarchical society,
whereas to Pierre Huber, who is also known for having singled out the anthill as the epitome of a slave
society, it was a model republic. The perfect geometry of the beehive, a tribute to the bees’ instincts as
builders, was until Darwin interpreted as the mark of the divine within nature, while the study of the
construction of termite mounds proved useful to the understanding of collective intelligence and
large-scale communication phenomena. Chapter 6, which is devoted to applied entomology, evidences
the damage caused by insect pests to both agriculture and health. In Chapter 7, “Model Insects,” Drouin
probes unexpected connections between insects and key questions in biology. Thus butterflies with the
gift of mimicry or camouflage (such as the peppered moth) are summoned to support the theory of
natural selection; likewise, the drosophila, a common fruit fly but nevertheless an excellent laboratory
animal, played an important part in the chromosome theory of heredity of Thomas Morgan. In the
concluding chapter, the most philosophical in the book, Drouin revisits the legacy of Jacob von Uexku¨ll’s
conceptualization of the tick’s Umwelt, in particular with the phenomenologists. He goes on to offer a
somewhat provocative discussion of the animal rights problem from the perspective of insects, which
because their nervous systems are poorly developed are not capable of suffering—one of the criteria in
animal ethics.
However, both the author’s passion for his subject and his taste for philosophical paradoxes lead him
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